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This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 
(See extra sheet.) 



As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable 
claims. 



As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment of 
any additional fee. 
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As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers 
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest □ ^ additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest 

□ No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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1 . The special technical feature of the group of inventions of claims 
1-3 is "a phase difference layer having a fixed cholesteric structure 
and functioning as a negative C-plate, wherein at least on one surface 
of the two major surfaces of the phase difference layer some liquid crystal 
molecules existing within an interval of 100 pm do not have substantially 
the same directors''. 

2 . The special technical feature of the group of inventions of claims 
4, 5 is "a phase difference layer having a fixed cholesteric structure 
and' functioning as a negative C-plate, wherein on a major surface of 
the layer, some twist angles within an interval of 100 pm in the cholesteric 
structure are not substantially the same". 

3. The special technical feature of the group of invention of claim 
6 is "a phase difference layer having a fixed cholesteric structure and 
functioning as a negative C-plate r wherein in a region of radius 50 ym 
in a cross section including a normal to the surface of the phase difference 
layer, the phase difference layer has a helical axis structure region 
where the angle between the normal and the helical axis of the helical 
axis structure region having the cholesteric structure is an acute angle 
formed clockwise from the normal direction and a helical axis structure 
region where the angle is an acute angle formed counterclockwise from 
the normal direction". 

4 . The special technical feature, of the group of invention of claim 
■ 8 is xx a phase difference layer having a fixed. cholesteric structure where 

the number of spiral pitches is one or more and functioning as a negative 
C-plate, wherein there are small units (domains) having the cholesteric 
structure" . 

5. The special technical feature of the group of invention of claim 
26 is "a method comprising an alignment film forming step of forming 
an alignment film on a transparent base, a coating step of coating the 
unrubbed alignment film with a phase difference layer forming coating 
liquid containing a liquid crystal material that has a cholesteric 
regularity and is used for forming a cholesteric liquid structure on 
the alignment film, an aligning step of subjecting the phase difference 
layer formed on the alignment film at the coating step to an alignment 
process, and a fixing step of fixing the cholesteic structure developed 
in the liquid crystal phase in the phase difference layer by fixing the 
phase difference layer aligned by the alignment process". 

The inventions of claims 7, 9-25 are the ones of independent claims 
referring to part of the groups of the above the inventions . 

However, the phase difference layer itself having a fixed cholesteric 
structure and functioning as a negative C-palate is a conventionally 
well-known art as disclosed in documents such as JP 3-67219 A (Asahi 
Glass Co., Ltd.) 22 March, 1991 (22.03.91), JP 4-322223 A (Toshiba Corp . ) 
12 November, 1992 (12.11.92), and WO 02/50581 Al (Dainippon Printing 
Co., Ltd.) 27 June, 2001 (27.06.02). 

Therefore, there exist no other technical features common to the above 
groups of inventions and considered as special technical features 

(Continued to the next sheet.) 
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within the meaning of PCT Rule 13 . 2, second sentence, and the above groups 
of inventions are not so linked as to form a single general inventive 
concept . 

Consequently, the above groups of inventions are not in a relation 
satisfying the unity. 
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